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2017 National Direct Instruction Conference Keynotes Available
Online

~ A video of Siegfried Engelmann and Robert Pondiscio's keynotes are
{ . ‘L\ﬁ posted for viewing on YouTube or accessed through the NIEDI website. In

his opening, Zig spoke about maximizing student success in DI programs
and the importance of training and practice.

Robert Pondiscio, writer and speaker on education issues, spoke on the lack of
education policy makers attention to the importance of curriculum. Pondiscio
cautioned that student performance outcomes are frequently measured without
consideration of what is actually going on in classrooms in terms of instruction.

Each keynote is about 30 minutes in length and well worth the time investment. !
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Recognitions Presented at National Direct Instruction Conference

The National Institute for Direct Instruction, in conjunction with
the National Direct Instruction Conference, was pleased to present
several recognitions the night of July 25th. The Siegfried
Engelmann Excellence in Education Award was given to two
individuals this year. The first recognition went to Rebecca
Ornelas, Assistant Principal for Instruction at IDEA North Mission
Academy, in Mission, Texas. Under her leadership at North
Mission, a high degree of academic and social growth has been
achieved by all pupils. She holds daily practice sessions for all members of the teaching staff
and, as her nominator Billie Overholser notes, "She helps teachers implement Direct
Instruction with fidelity and is viewed as a companion, friend and leader by all."

Rebecca Ornelas

A Siegfried Engelmann Excellence in Education Award was also presented to Jamie Tuel,
a DI/Reading Intervention Coach at Straub Elementary, located in Maysville, Kentucky.
Straub is a Pre-K-Grade 2 Primary school in a rural setting serving a low socio-economic,
fairly transient population. Jamie started as an instructional assistant 4 years ago, when a
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new superintendent began a push for a Reading Mastery
implementation. She had recently completed her undergraduate
work in education and was given the assignment as the DI
Coach in 2014. As a result of her leadership and skill the
implementation has expanded to include all students in the
school. In support of Jamie's nomination, Superintendent Rick
Ross writes, "In a short span of 3 years she has transformed
our school from having zero trained DI teachers in 2014 to 91%

(30 out of 33) well trained-teachers in 2017. | am comfortable Jamie Tuel
saying she is one of the brightest stars in the field of DI
coaching."

The Wesley Becker Excellent School Award was presented
to IDEA South Flores Academy, located in San Antonio,
Texas. Under the leadership of Principal Hailey McCarthy,
South Flores Academy currently leads IDEA Public schools
for students on or above grade level in grades kindergarten
through second grade, with 96% in math and 91% in
reading/language. This tremendous growth has happened in 5
short years. Michael Hardy, Senior Vice President of Schools
for IDEA writes, "The moment you set foot within the school,

Principal Hailey McCarthy and the strong culture of learning and dedication to Direct
Instructor Myrna Winer Instruction is immediately evident. IDEA South Flores
Academy embodies the tenets of the Wesley Becker Excellent School Award, transforming

an entire community and embodying the principles of Direct Instruction in and out of the
classroom."

We extend our congratulations to each of the recipients and look forward to hearing about
their future success!
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Fourth Installment of Video Series on Engelmann's Writings
Released

The final part of a four part video companion to the NIFDI Press text
Engelmann's Direct Instruction: Selected Writings from the Past Half
Century has just been released on the NIFDI website. In this one hour u
video, Zig Engelmann and interviewer Evan Haney discuss the fourth ﬂlﬁfl"l"“1
section of the book, "Responding to Criticisms and Roadblocks." DIRECT INSTRUCTION:
Engelmann comments on the highlights of each of the five papers, T st WALy NN
selected from his writings ranging from 1999 to 2010. Included are a
response to the High/Scope Preschool study, a commentary on the pitfalls
of calling a program research-based without actually doing research on
the program and a critique of the Common Core State Standards for Math.
To view this fourth installment, click here. To order the book, click here.

Know other DI users or supporters who would benefit from receiving NIFDI News?
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Share this sign up link: http://www.nifdi.org/component/content/article/61-uncategorised/226-nifdi-news-signup.
Interested parties can also sign up via their mobile device by texting NIFDI to 22828 to get started!
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