From: Alison Procopio [aprocopio @americanreading.com]
Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2007 7:30 PM
To: What Works

Subject: RE: WWC inquiry about 100 Book Challenge
Thank you for your response.

We are concerned as a company because studies were "reviewed" but we were never contacted. Many of
the "research studies" that were named in the WWC report are not ones we, as a company, would
consider "studies" ourselves. Plus, the one study that we are proud of and would like the WWC to review
was not even in the group of studies reviewed. This report, by Robert Offenburg, would have been the
report we would have sent you and it is on our website. So, we were confused as to why the two DuCette
studies were reviewed because they were on our website, but the Offenburg study was not.

Is it possible for this report to be considered by WWC?

Thank you,
Alison

From: What Works [mailto:whatworks@mathematica-mpr.com]
Sent: Saturday, September 22, 2007 3:15 PM

To: Alison Procopio; anathan@americanreading.com

Cc: Harps, Shauna N; info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov
Subject: RE: WWC inquiry about 100 Book Challenge

The WWC can respond only to written questions or inquiries about intervention reports. You can send your
questions to this e-mail address and we will do our best to answer them. Responses to previous questions were
provided by Jill Constantine.

Thanks for your interest.

The What Works Clearinghouse

From: Alison Procopio [mailto:aprocopio@americanreading.com]
Sent: Thu 9/20/2007 4:28 PM

To: What Works; anathan@americanreading.com

Cc:  'Harps, Shauna N'; info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov
Subject: RE: WWC inquiry about 100 Book Challenge

Thank you for your response. Is there someone that I could speak to in
person about this, I have a few more questions? I tried to contact Jill
Constantine but have not heard back from her yet.

Thank you very much for your help with this.
Alison Procopio

From: What Works [mailto:whatworks @mathematica-mpr.com]
Sent: Wednesday, September 19, 2007 4:24 PM
To: anathan @americanreading.com




Cc: Harps, Shauna N; info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov
Subject: WWC inquiry about 100 Book Challenge

The protocol for how the WWC assessed research on reading interventions,
including 100 Book Challenge, can be reviewed at
http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/reports/beginning reading/. The protocol lays
out the guidelines under which research was identified for the review and
how it was incorporated into the WWC's reports.

For 100 Book Challenge, the WWC reviewed 12 publicly available documents,
all which indicated that they were studies of 100 Book Challenge. All

studies are listed in Appendix A5 of the Beginning Reading Topic Report.
These included reports from school districts, as well as two studies by

Ducette that are posted on the 100 Book Challenge website. Upon review,
none of these studies met WWC evidence standards.

We are having technical difficulties with a few of the HTML files on the WWC

website. Please use the following link to a pdf file view the appendix to
the Beginning Reading Topic report.

http://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/pdf/BR_APP_08 13 07.pdf

Thanks for your interest in the WWC.

The What Works Clearinghouse

From: Alison Procopio

Sent: Wed, September 12, 2007 4:57 pm

To: info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov

Subject: RE: Your email to the What Works Clearinghouse

Dear David,

I have still not received word from What Works Clearinghouse about my
request. Is there someone I can call and speak to about this. We, as a
company, are very confused and upset about recent WWC findings and would
like to speak to someone as soon as possible.

Thank you,

Alison Nathan

Director of Academic Credibility
American Reading Company

From: info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov [mailto:info @ whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov]
Sent: Thursday, August 30, 2007 2:40 PM

To: Alison Nathan

Subject: Your email to the What Works Clearinghouse

Dear Alison,



Thank you for contacting the What Works Clearinghouse Help Desk (
www.whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov). We

received your request for information regarding materials submitted to the
WWC on 100 Book Challenge.

I have brought your request to the attention of a WWC specialist, and she
will follow up with you shortly under separate cover.

I hope this is helpful,

David Anderson

Moderator, What Works Help Desk
1-866-WWC-9799
http://whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov

From: Alison Nathan

Sent: Wed, August 29, 2007 4:20 pm
To: info@whatworkshelpdesk.ed.gov
Subject: 100 Book Challenge

Hello,

I am interested in finding out what was submitted for review by WWC, when,
and by whom on behalf of our product 100 Book Challenge.

Thank you so much,
Alison
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Executive Summary

Research attests that, as part of a balanced literacy approach, school systems should
designate an independent reading time in the Language Arts/Reading block to accompany the
instructional components. However, Baltimore County Public Schools’ implementation of this
valuable literacy component has been inconsistent. To fulfill this requirement, 100 Book
Challenge provides students with books that they can read independently with successful
decoding and full comprehension. 100 Book Challenge supports students towards the ultimate
goal of independent application of comprehension, skills, and strategies.

100 Book Challenge is an independent reading system that includes a professional
development initiative and a parent support framework resulting in unprecedented success in 256
school districts in more than 1400 schools across the United States. This reading program is a
scientifically research-based program that connects independent reading practice to local, state,
and national standards. The 100 Book Challenge program provides opportunities for students to
become high-achieving readers, writers, and thinkers. It helps teachers provide exemplary
literacy programs reflecting the diverse talents and interests of children and their communities. In
addition, the program assists parents in adopting successful home support routines to enhance
their children’s reading.

100 Book Challenge offers a wealth of multicultural authentic literature books, both
fiction and non-fiction, and appropriate practice at the “just right” level for all children. The
students are leveled in a “reading zone” of “just right,” easier, and easiest to promote fluency,
word recognition, literary word acquisition, and comprehension. Embedded continuous
assessment and differentiation provide students, parents, and teachers with the information

needed to monitor and support improvement. 100 Book Challenge provides benchmarks in the



following areas: wide reading and motivation, decoding and word solving strategies, fluency,
vocabulary and background knowledge, and comprehension of informational and literary text.
Students also benefit from the differentiation of targeted coaching and developmentally
appropriate independent reading selections.

The 100 Book Challenge pilot project featured in this report was conducted in 6 schools
and involves 1,409 students. After the October 2006 6-hour professional development for all
participating teachers and administration from Chase Elementary, Deer Park Elementary, Mars
Estates Elementary, Pleasant Plains Elementary, and Winfield Elementary, data was collected
and monitored for 6 months. Randallstown’s 3.5 hour professional development and several
hours of on-site support occurred in November 2006, and data was collected for 4.5 months.
Data collected included individual student independent reading grade level equivalence, amount
of time reading in school, and amount of time reading at home with parental/family support.
Data were disaggregated to monitor all NCLB subgroups. Overall, individual student reading
levels improved, families/parents supported home reading, and teachers provided 15 minutes of
independent reading on a daily basis in class.

There were 99 classes participating within the 6 schools across Baltimore County Public
Schools. The number of classrooms and grade levels varied somewhat from school to school.
Mars Estates' pilot included all kindergarten through 3rd grade classrooms. Two self-contained
special education classrooms were also included in the pilot. The Winfield Elementary
pilot included all kindergarten through 5th grade classrooms, including all self-contained special
education classes. Chase, Deer Park, Pleasant Plains, and Randallstown’s implementation
included all 3™ - 5™ grade classrooms. Mars Estates implemented the program in kindergarten

through 3" grade.



Overall, there was a significant increase in family and community involvement. The 100
Book Challenge structure provided home reading materials and coaching skills cards to guide
students and parents. Consistently over 50% of parents read with their child or monitored their
student’s independent reading level 3 or more nights a week. In addition, at least one parent
training was held in each pilot school. All schools held more than one parent training. School-
wide celebrations often included parents as partners. For example, schools partnered with local
libraries for sneaks night, introduced summer reading initiatives, parent and student reading
celebrations, as well as family award nights. The data show marked improvement in meaningful
student and parent participation regarding reading.

During 100 Book Challenge, students can experience a rate of growth of up to 2.6 years
improvement, given students read independently for 60 minutes per day, for the full school year
with targeted instruction, coaching, and proper home support. Students across all schools
experienced a mean growth of 8 months over 4.5 to 6 months time. It is worth mentioning,
several subgroups and schools outperformed the mean. For instance, at Deer Park Elementary
FARM students experienced 1 year of growth in 6 months of implementation. Also making
advances were gifted and talented students at Pleasant Plains, Deer Park, Mars Estates, and
Chase, all of whom experienced more than 1 year of growth over 6 months. Deer Park GT
students experienced more than 2 years’ reading growth in the same time frame. Some individual
Special Education students at Randallstown and Chase also made significant gains with growth
of 1 year or more during the implementation.

As stated above, the data show that students made 8 months of progress on their
independent reading levels over a range of 4.5 to 6 months. However, when examining the

school data, beyond the mean, the rate of advancement of student independent reading levels



ranged from 5 months upwards of 1 year 2 months of progress attained. While data shows there
was progress, the school implementation rubrics as well as the individual teacher rubrics reflect a
direct correlation to student achievement. The advancement in independent reading levels
correlates with the time allotted for reading and the quality of implementation in classrooms and
schools. Another factor that impacted the results was the attrition of teachers during the
expansion and implementation of the program. 100 Book Challenge helps provide a solid base
on which to grow. As teachers improve their levels of quality implementation, student
achievement should also improve. The more successful experience students, teachers, and
families have with this reading program, there should be an even greater acceleration of student

achievement.



Introduction



Introduction

A fully implemented independent reading program will make the difference in student
achievement. This is primarily based upon how well the classroom teacher implements the
components of the 100 Book Challenge program in the classroom on a daily basis. A fully
implemented instructional program consists of direct instruction that is based on state standards,
independent and coached reading practice for every student, conferencing with students based on
state standards and student needs, and an ongoing assessment framework and resources. In
addition to direct instruction, students require independent and coached reading practice where
students apply the skill or strategy taught by the teacher to their independent reading. The
teacher reminds the students about the skill or strategy and supervises their independent reading
to see that they have transferred their new learning to real reading in authentic books. The
teacher is coaching and instructing students on the adoption of the kind of reading lifestyle we
know is essential for school success. This is a crucial instructional component, which very often
has been left up to parents that schools can address through this program.

When providing direct instruction, the teacher directly teaches a skill or strategy to the
whole class, small group, or individual student. This skill or strategy is usually the regular
instructional component of the school's core reading program or it is a skill or strategy taken
from the Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum that the class, group, or student has demonstrated
needs improvement. 100 Book Challenge provides a scope and sequence for reading instruction,
and many teachers find it very helpful in planning their small group work. The 100 Book
Challenge does not provide a new curriculum. The program helps teachers use their existing

instructional curriculum more effectively. It helps teachers organize their instruction so that all



the students learn, regardless of their current reading level, and provides for differentiation of
instruction for all students.

Through the 100 Book Challenge Program, differentiation of instruction and one-on-one
feedback is provided by teachers during conferencing using an assessment framework referred to
as the 100 Book Challenge Independent Reading Level Assessment, which is based on state
standards. During conferencing, teachers circulate, working with individuals or small groups,
sampling their ability to apply the skills and strategies taught in the core program. Teachers
provide intensive one-on-one instructional support where necessary and use what they learn
about their students' reading practices to inform their instructional decision making. This is an
intensive instructional setting for both the students and the teacher. The 100 Book Challenge has
teachers sitting, listening to them read, seeing firsthand how students handle the unpredictable
demands of real books, watching to see if they are applying what they thought they taught,
getting to know their students as readers, and tailoring their "core programs" to better meet the
demands of both students and the reading process.

100 Book Challenge is, in many ways, the ideal reading system for use by students who
are English Language Learners (ELL) or students with special needs. Although 100 Book
Challenge is not as prescriptive as many programs specifically designed for special needs
students, it provides almost all of the key ingredients to help these students succeed:

» Careful matching of students to texts at their own independent levels

* Immersion in success-level reading

* Specification of skills the student needs to master at each level in order to progress to

the next

* One-on-one instruction
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* Motivation, recognition, and reward for effort

» Student choice
The 100 Book Challenge is ideal for addressing the needs of the ELL student population as
students learn to read in English, because 100 Book Challenge provides the skills and tools that
all emergent readers need. 100 Book Challenge combines phonics and meaning-based learning
models to guarantee student success from the very beginning and then supports student
achievement through advanced levels. Instead of using stilted ELL workbooks and drill sheets,
100 Book Challenge immerses students in real books—interesting books, books the students
choose to read. Hundreds of different titles are organized into color-coded collections and
presented in an easy-to-understand sequence.

In November 2004, the 100 Book Challenge Program began being piloted in Baltimore
County Public Schools at Mars Estates Elementary School. The impetus for this project has
focused on racial/ethnic minority students and students who require Free and Reduced Meals.
The 100 Book Challenge pilot was initiated and implemented in three 1% grade classrooms, one
2" grade inclusion class, and one 3™ grade inclusion class. Considerable improvement was made
over each quarter, and noted areas of strengths and areas of improvement were recognized and
shared with all involved at both the school and district level. A further analysis of 100 Book
Challenge levels was performed at the end of the school year for all 5 classrooms. In September,
4 out of 5 classrooms had 100% of students reading below grade level. By June, in 3 of 5
classrooms where 100% of the students were present from September to June, students increased
their reading accuracy, fluency, and comprehension by two or more independent reading levels.
The 3 inclusion classrooms showed the most growth, with 50% or more of students present from

December to June increasing their reading accuracy, fluency, and comprehension by 3 or more
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independent reading levels. For a detailed description of the pilot of 100 Book Challenge at Mars
Estates 2004-2006, see Appendix A.

Based on the above results, in March 2006, the pilot expanded to Winfield Elementary
School in kindergarten through Grade 5. In September 2006, the pilot was again expanded to
include Chase Elementary, Deer Park Elementary, and Pleasant Plains Elementary in Grades 3,
4, and 5. At Mars Estates, the first site, Grade K was added with an expansion to include all gud
and 3" grade classrooms. Then, in late November 2006, the program was introduced to
Randallstown Elementary School in Grades 3, 4, and 5. In addition, in June 2007, Chase
Elementary and Mars Estates Elementary piloted a summer school component of 100 Book
Challenge in Grades 3, 4, and 5. In September 2007, Halstead Academy and Woodmoor
Elementary Schools, Grades 3, 4, and 5 were included, as well as completion of Grades 1 and 2
at Chase, Randallstown, Pleasant Plains, and Deer Park Elementary Schools. In October 2007, 3
kindergarten classes at Deer Park were included in 100 Book Challenge. Currently there are 135
classes involved in daily independent reading instruction.

The expected growth rate of students in schools fully implementing the program is 2.6
years growth when a student reads independently for 60 minutes per day. In BCPS, participating
schools implemented the program for 2/3 of the year for 15 minutes per day; therefore, the
expected growth rate became 1 month of growth per month of implementation. The optimum
time allotment recommended is 15 minutes for younger students and 30 minutes for students in
grades 3, 4, and 5. Despite not having the most advantageous time allotment, among all schools
the average independent reading level growth was still 8 months. Newly added schools in the
2006-2007 school years with 4.5 to 6 months of implementation including Chase, Deer Park,

Pleasant Plains, and Randallstown also progressed well. The average amount of independent
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reading level growth among the new schools was 9 months. The average overall growth rate
exceeded the expected growth rates given the duration of program implementation and the level
of implementation at each school.

The data in this report was disaggregated by school, by grade, by race, by Special
Education, by Free and Reduced Meals, by English Language Learners, and by Gifted and
Talented. The indicators of student achievement in this report are based on progress on the
independent reading level growth of students during the implementation of the program. The
implementation period has not been long enough to include a discussion of the impact on MSA
in this analysis. However, earlier studies cite the positive effect of full implementation of 100
Book over a period of years on student achievement based on standardized tests such as Terra
Nova. One study also attests that the program had a considerable effect on closing achievement
disparities between African American and majority students. See Appendix B.

This report also provides information about the implementation level in each school, and
the successes of some schools at beginning, partial, and full implementation levels. Although the
reading program began as an initiative to assist ethnic minority and low SES students, it provides
tools to enhance the education of all students. Furthermore, the program should continue as an
integral part of Baltimore County Public Schools’ efforts to address achievement disparities
among individual as well as various groups of students.

Finally, for all students, 100 Book Challenge offers a leveling system that makes clear
what readers need to know and be able to do at each level of reading acquisition, Pre-K through
12"  grade. These performance expectations are all linked to Maryland State Standards. The
Independent Reading Level Assessment (IRLA) outlines the skills and strategies (standards) in

detail for teacher, student, and parent use. Skills cards for each level make the standards clear
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and go home with students each day so parents know what is expected and how to help their
children practice. These skills and strategies form the basis of all good reading instruction.
Once teachers, students, and parents understand how standards (objectives) clarify and simplify

their work together, core programs, state testing, and state standards all make more sense.
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Alignment to Standards

The information contained in this section of the report will highlight the program’s
alignment to various standards including No Child Left Behind, the Maryland Voluntary State
Curriculum, and the BCPS Blueprint for Progress. The program is also designed to meet the
needs of students receiving special education services as well as English language learners. 100
Book Challenge was selected for implementation in Baltimore County Public Schools based on
program validity, alignment to standards, and meeting student needs by enabling all students to
be successful and increase achievement rates. Alignment to the Maryland Voluntary State
Curriculum (VSC) is especially critical today as BCPS strives to prepare all students to be

academically successful and to pass state testing requirements.

Alignment with the BCPS Blueprint for Progress

100 Book Challenge meets the following criteria from the Blueprint for Progress.
Performance Goal 1
By 2012, all students will reach high standards, as established by the Baltimore County
Public Schools and state performance level standards, in English/reading/writing,
mathematics, science, and social studies.
Performance Indicators for Goal 1
1.1 All diploma-bound students in Grades 3 — 8 and students enrolled in English 10 and Algebra
I will meet or exceed Maryland School Assessment (MSA) standards, and students enrolled in

English 10 and Algebra I will pass the High School Assessments (HSA). (State standard)

1.8 Students in Grades 2 — 6 will achieve grade level standards on reading assessments. (BCPS
standard)

Key Strategies for Goal 1
c¢) Provide for the consistent and systematic implementation of the Essential Curriculum in all

content areas, which includes differentiated curriculum for English Language Learners, special
education, gifted and talented, and honors students.
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1) Encourage reading by establishing a minimum goal of 25 books from the recommended list
that will be read by/to each student during the academic school year.

q) Provide parents, guardians, and community stakeholder groups with strategies that can be
implemented with children to enhance student learning.

r) Strengthen communications and mutual support between and among parents/guardians,
teachers, administrators, and students by providing parents/guardians with concrete strategies to

use at home to help their children achieve high standards.

s) Enlist parents, guardians, and community members in reading efforts at the schools and at
home.

u) Provide staff with access to technology essential to collecting, analyzing, and reporting
student achievement data.

w) Support teachers in the implementation of reading techniques through professional
development opportunities.

x) Provide ongoing support to new and veteran teachers through professional development
opportunities.

y) Provide professional development opportunities to teachers, paraprofessionals, and principals
in content areas.

Performance Goal 3
By 2005-2006, all students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.
Performance Indicators for Goal 3

3.2 All teachers and paraprofessionals will participate in high quality differentiated professional
development, as defined by No Child Left Behind. (State standard)

Key Strategies for Goal 3

k) Provide staff development opportunities that focus on principals’ assessed needs and system
priorities.

Performance Goal 6
Engage parents/guardians, business, and community members in the educational process.

Performance Indicators for Goal 6

17



6.1 All parents/guardians will have multiple opportunities to participate in home-school
communication. (BCPS standard)

6.2 Increase students, parent/guardian, and teacher conferences to 100% in all schools. (BCPS
standard)

6.3 Increase learning opportunities for parents/guardians, staff, and community members to assist
in developing and refining the knowledge and skills needed to support students’ academic

achievement and recognize students’ successes. (BCPS standard)

6.4 Increase parent/guardian attendance at school-based events and activities such as back-to-
school nights and school improvement teams. (BCPS standard)

6.6 Increase communication and positive relationships with parents/guardians and community
members by disseminating information about system, school, and student successes. (BCPS
Standard)

Key Strategies for Goal 6

a) Provide professional development opportunities to principals/schools to assist in aligning
parent/guardian and community involvement strategies with school improvement goals.

e) Expand recognition opportunities for students, parents/guardians, community, and business
partners.

Alignment with Maryland Voluntary State Curriculum

100 Book Challenge is a scientifically-based research program which effectively
addresses all reading standards included in the Maryland State Voluntary Curriculum: Standard
1.0 General Reading Processes, Standard 2.0 Comprehension of Informational Text, Standard 3.0
Comprehension of Literary Text, and Standard 4.0 Writing.
Maryland State Standard 1.0
Phonemic Awareness
Students develop phonemic awareness as they read as well as before they learn to read. Students,
at the beginning levels of 100 Book Challenge, develop phonemic awareness through extensive
oral reading to the teacher, other students, and themselves. Teachers use one-on-one conferences

during 100 Book Challenge Readers’ Workshop to teach phonemic awareness and to lead
students in guided oral reading—another practice recommended by the National Reading Panel.
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Phonics

100 Book Challenge books are leveled according to the scope and sequence of phonics skills
acquisition. Students develop phonics skills through extensive reading in leveled texts, use of
Skills Cards that make explicit the phonics skills to be mastered at each reading level, and

targeted, timely, one-on-one instruction from the teacher, informed by the leveling system and
Skills Cards.

Fluency

All 100 Book Challenge students are carefully matched to text to ensure fluency. All 100 Book
Challenge books are leveled according to a state-of-the-art book-leveling system that mirrors
students’ developmental acquisition of reading skills. All books are color-coded to allow for
consistent and easy matching of students to text of appropriate challenge by teachers and by the
students themselves. Students invest the majority of their time reading books at successful
fluency (independent) levels.

Vocabulary

100 Book Challenge builds vocabulary directly and effectively. Students’ wide reading brings
them into repeated contact with new vocabulary within a variety of meaningful contexts. Skills
Cards at each reading level list key and representative vocabulary for students to master. The
Readers’ Workshop format provides teachers with daily opportunities to teach vocabulary
directly and to reinforce students’ acquisition of new vocabulary.

General Reading Comprehension

Students’ comprehension is expanded through wide reading at success levels. Skills Cards for
each reading level detail comprehension skills and strategies to practice and master. In Readers’
Workshops, teacher’s model, observe, and assess comprehension strategies daily (e.g.,
visualizing, predicting, summarizing). Students apply these strategies in self-selected text every
day both in school and at home.

Maryland State Standard 2.0

Students will read, comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate informational text. 100 Book
Challenge offers a dual approach to ensuring students’ success with informational text. Regular
100 Book Challenge book collections contain approximately one-third nonfiction books. All 100
Book Challenge students, therefore, have access to hundreds of informational texts at all reading
levels. Daily Readers’ Workshops—including teacher modeling, student independent reading,
one-on-one teacher-student conferences, and small and whole group discussions—provide the
structures in which teachers and students can read, comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate
a wide variety of informational texts.

In addition, 100 Book Challenge Research Labs™ in science and social studies are specifically
designed to develop students’ reading, writing, and researching skills using informational texts.
In a typical Research Lab, students explore one topic (e.g., marine life, space, ancient
civilizations) through extensive reading in leveled libraries containing books on that topic. Skills
Cards created to guide work on each topic present students, teachers, and parents with the major
questions, vocabulary, and concepts that define that field of study. As students read, write, and
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discuss the topic, they compare, contrast, and categorize the information they accumulate. This
dynamic interaction with informational texts culminates in a significant demonstration of student
learning, often in the form of a student-authored book on a special subtopic of individual
choosing.

Maryland State Standard 3.0

Students will read, comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate literary texts. 100 Book
Challenge offers a dual approach to ensuring students’ success with literary texts. Regular 100
Book Challenge book collections contain approximately two-thirds literary texts. All 100 Book
Challenge students, therefore, have access to hundreds of literary texts at all reading levels,
representing the full spectrum of literary genres. Daily Readers’ Workshops—including teacher
modeling, student independent reading, one-on-one teacher-student conferences, and small and
whole group discussions—provide the structures in which teachers and students can read,
comprehend, interpret, analyze, and evaluate a wide variety of literary texts.

100 Book Challenge Research Labs™ in literature are specifically designed to develop students’
reading, writing, and analyzing skills using literary texts in important genres. In a typical literary
Research Lab, students explore one genre (e.g., poetry, historical fiction, biography) through
extensive reading in leveled, genre-specific libraries. Skills Cards created to guide work in that
area of study present students, teachers, and parents with the major questions, vocabulary, and
concepts that define that field. As students read, write, and discuss the topic, they develop a deep
understanding of literature. This dynamic interaction with literary texts culminates in a
significant demonstration of student learning, often in the form of a student-authored text that
represents the studied genre.

Maryland State Standard 4.0

Students will compose in a variety of modes by developing content, employing specific forms,
and selecting language appropriate for a particular audience and purpose. 100 Book Challenge
offers a dual approach to ensuring students’ writing success. In daily 100 Book Challenge
Readers’ Workshops, students get regular opportunities to study the writing of hundreds of
authors representing a full spectrum of genres. Students write in response to their reading, learn
to appreciate authors’ craft and purposes, and begin to read as writers.

In 100 Book Challenge Research Labs in science, social studies, and literature, students study
both a specific topic and authors’ methods of exploring and presenting that topic. Students and
teachers compare texts and discuss the merits and effectiveness of different forms of writing.
Each student’s work within a Research Lab includes serious attention to the student’s own
writing and usually culminates in a student-authored text.
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Alignment with No Child Left Behind
In the following discussion, goals associated with NCLB are in bold text, and the

alignment with 100 Book Challenge is directly under the standard.

Title I - Improving the Academic Achievement of the Disadvantaged

Appropriate Assessments must be in place.

100 Book Challenge provides the standards-based architecture for school or district-wide
assessment, motivation, and monitoring for reading achievement, Pre-K—12th grade, in both
English and Spanish. Daily and periodic classroom-based assessment of each student’s reading
level and current strengths and needs informs instructional development.

Low-achievers’ needs must be met so the gap is closed between them and higher achievers.

100 Book Challenge accelerates progress for lower achievers through intensive “just
right” practice and targeted, effective instruction, in tens of thousands of highly engaging trade
books. Results indicate significant and rapid achievement gains for all learners—slashing, even
reversing, the achievement gap between higher and lower income students.

Ensure professional development.

Initial and ongoing professional development are provided, including in-class coaching
for teachers using a self-assessment rubric that makes expectations and ingredients for success
explicit. Structures for teacher learning are embedded in their daily classroom practice.

Afford parents the chance to participate.

Parents become home reading coaches supported by easy-to-understand procedures and
Skills Cards that explain students’ objectives at each color level. Books are sent home each day
for required nightly reading. Parent workshops explain clearly what parents can do to help their
children succeed.

Programs must have measurable objectives.

Objectives for reading achievement and quantity of reading practice in both school and
homes are delineated, assessed, monitored, and motivated for every student, classroom, and
school. Clearly designed reading benchmarks are continually measured. Tens of thousands of
real books, leveled by world class standards, addressing the five key components of reading,
make grade level expectations clear to all stakeholders. Scope and sequence makes clear the
phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension required at each level of
reading acquisition.

Academic assessments must be used to improve achievement.

Regular, in-class assessments are tied directly to instruction to improve achievement. The
clear articulation of the scope and sequence of skill acquisition allows teachers to continuously
and accurately assess students’ academic levels and plan instruction to improve achievement.
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Teachers use what they learn from conferencing during independent reading to make better use
of small and large group instruction.

Promote reading and library programs that provide access to engaging reading material,
including coordination with other programs.

Engaging reading materials are the bedrock upon which the 100 Book Challenge is built.
Tens of thousands of books of all levels, genres, fiction and non-fiction, reflecting all ethnicities
are selected from every publisher in the industry, organized into components that move in and
out of classrooms, providing a river of books for every student at every level, every day of the
school year. Thematic collections in science and social studies help teachers differentiate
learning in content areas.

100 Book Challenge provides independent practice for a core curriculum. Teachers use
Direct Instruction and Guided Practice to teach the skills and strategies of whatever core
curriculum is in place. Teachers then have students apply those skills and strategies in
independent reading during 100 Book Challenge. Students’ use of the strategies is assessed
during one-on-one conferences and sharing times. Independent practice, with the teacher
learning to systematically watch her students, has been the missing feedback loop in both teacher
and student learning. Teachers learn to teach for transfer, not just the skills and strategies
involved in learning how to read, but the lifestyle required in being a reader. 100 Book Challenge
creates a seamless literacy environment partnering with any core reading program.

Enhance the early language, literacy, and pre-reading development of preschool age
children.

100 Book Challenge’s Early Literacy program is designed to enhance the early language,
literacy, and pre-reading development of preschool age children through language stimulation
and reading readiness experiences. 100 Book Challenge ensures that every child takes home a

new selection of books every night and that the family is given incentives to read those books
aloud to the child.

Title II - Professional Development

Provide training in how to teach and address the needs of students with different learning
styles, particularly students with disabilities, students with special learning needs
(including students who are gifted and talented), and students with limited English
proficiency.

100 Book Challenge helps create better teachers of reading. 100 Book Challenge teaches
teachers to address students’ different learning styles through start-up training, in-class teacher
coaching with follow-up, and advanced training sessions. Students’ learning styles are
constantly addressed via choice, ownership, and variety of materials they will read. The
guaranteed success of 100 Book Challenge book leveling and matching students to books of
appropriate challenge and interest is perfect for supporting students with special learning needs
as well as gifted and talented students.
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Title I1I - English Language Acquisition and Language Enhancement

Help ensure that these children attain English proficiency, develop high levels of academic
attainment in English, and meet the same challenging standards as all children. Assist them
to achieve at high levels in core academic subjects so that those children can meet the same
challenging standards as all children.

ELL students enrolled in 100 Book Challenge classrooms accelerate acquisition of
English vocabulary, oral language, and reading skills through intensive practice in listening to,
reading, and discussing engaging materials matched to their individual skill levels. This helps
ELL students achieve at high levels in core academic subjects and meet the same challenging
standards as all children.

Develop the proficiency of limited English proficient children and, to the extent possible,
the native language skills of such children.

ELL students enrolled in 100 Book Challenge classrooms accelerate acquisition of
English vocabulary, oral language, and reading skills. Books available in Spanish help affirm
cultural identity and support native language literacy for Latino/Hispanic students.

Title V - Innovative Programs

Establish programs to improve the academic achievement of educationally disadvantaged
elementary school and secondary school students, including activities to prevent students
from dropping out of school.

100 Book Challenge is an innovative program that improves the academic achievement
of educationally disadvantaged elementary and secondary school students. For example, recent
experimental application of the 100 Book Challenge in Chichester, PA, found that 1* grade
students in high-poverty schools using 100 Book Challenge outperformed 1% grade students in
high-income schools who did not use 100 Book Challenge in reading achievement.

Establish programs for the educational needs of gifted and talented children.

100 Book Challenge is an innovative program that addresses the needs of gifted and
talented students by matching students with reading materials consonant with their skill levels
and interests. 100 Book Challenge thematic investigations (Stage Four) are ideally suited to
project-based education shown by research to be effective with gifted and talented students.
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100 Book Challenge

Daily Instructional Framework
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100 Book Challenge Daily Instructional Framework

Following are details of the instructional framework and methodologies employed with
students in the 100 Book challenge program.

Step #1: Direct Instruction: Teacher directly teaches a skill or strategy to the whole
class, small group or individual student. This skill or strategy is usually the regular instructional
component of the school's Core Reading Program or it is a skill or strategy taken from Maryland
State Standards that the class, group, or student has demonstrated needs improvement. The 100
Book Challenge program provides a scope and sequence for reading instruction and many
teachers find it very helpful in planning their small group work. 100 Book Challenge does not
provide a new curriculum. 100 Book Challenge helps teachers use their existing instructional
curriculum more effectively. This should be seen as good news for schools since the program
can help schools ascertain that all of their students (and teachers) are successful with their
current core programs. 100 Book Challenge helps teachers organize their instruction so that all
the students learn, regardless of their current reading level.

Step #2: Independent (Coached) Reading Practice: Students apply the skill or strategy
taught by the teacher to their independent reading. The teacher reminds the students about the
skill or strategy and supervises their independent reading to see that they are transferring this
new learning to their real reading in real books. In addition, the teacher is coaching (instructing)
students on the adoption of the kind of reading lifestyle we know is essential for school success.
This is a crucial instructional component which we have been leaving up to parents. Many
parents need assistance in order to be supportive.

Step #3: One-on-one conferencing using an assessment framework (100 Book
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