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The Birth of a New Voice for Excellence in Education 
By Doug Carnine 

Wes Becker 

This newsletter represents the first step 
in the formation of the Association for 
Dired Instruction. The Association wUl be 
devoted to dissemination of training, pro
gram and research information on the sys
tematic application of learning technology 
to the problems facing education - a tech
nology that has been called Direct Instruc
tion. Dired Instruction is concerned with 
the precise application and knowledge 
about teaching and learning to effective 
schooling. It is concerned with the ways 
teachers behave, the curriculum they use, 
the use of time and other resources, the 
role of administrators - aU of the factors 
that influence school effectiveness. 
Another aspect of Dired Instruction is a 
dedication to excellence in education 
through the application of knowledge. 
Knowledge must become embodied in the 
lives of students and staffs, not just in 
rhetoric about what can or should happen 
in schools. 

Although many educators do nOr agree 
on what school effectiveness means or 
how it can or should be achieved, an in· 
creasing number of educators in the U.S. 
and other countries are researching and 
applying Direct Instruction. This newsletter 
is a response to the need for people to 
share ideas and information and let each 
other know that we're not alone - others 
share the same values and methods. 

Twa years ago, the Australian Associa· 
Hon for Direct Instruction was formed at 
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the urging of Alex and Ro~Jin Maggs. The 
association ~ sp~mso_re# I<! _"n':lIn:ber of 
training conferences-and' ~ been· able to 
get news about applioations into the press 
so that the association has Mad an impact 
on decisions. by teachers and parents. Joe 
!vIoore is currently president of that organi
zation. 

As of six. months ago, Alex Maggs and 
his students have conduded some 22 
studies of the effectiveness of various 
Dired Instruction programs. A later issue 

Direct Instruction • After Follow 
Through-Is There Life After Death? 
By Stan Paine 
President of the Association for 
Direct Instruction 

(Author's Note: This article was writ
ten in the spring, while Follow Through 
funding was still in question. Sillce tlie ar
ticle was completed, Follow Tlnollglz h£15 
been re-funded for the 1981-82 school 
year. And, for the first time, funding was 
based, at least in part, on the Dutcomes 
w/tich varioHs sites produced. Despite 
this positive flote, I stand by rny positiorl 
that we can1lot rely on Follow Through 
to support the Direct Instmctiol1 move
ment inde{illitely. The scope of 01 is sim
ply bigger that Follow Tilrough, as those 
of us working outside of Follow Through 
Iwow very well. It is the intent of the As
sociation for Direct /l1sfructio71 to address 
this issue.) 

What are the implications of the recent 
rise and the (apparent) forthcoming fall 
of Project Follow Through for Direct In
struction? The origins of Follow Through 
and Direct Instruction can be traced to 
Project Head Start. Head Start arose out 
of this country's 'War on Poverty" in the 
19605. It was intended to give economi-
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cally (and educationally) disadvantaged 
children a "head start" in school through 
a preschool experience which (it was 
hoped) would allow them to compete on 

of DI News will highlight this work. Alex 
and Wes Becker have plans for a Journal 
of Direct Instruction when a financial base 
for it can be established. This newsletter is 
one of the precurors to that journal. 

Recently, a Dired Instrudion interest 
group was formed within the Association 
for Behavior Analysis (ABA) by Stan 
Paine. This group sponsored a half-day 
symposium at the ABA national confer
ence in Milwaukee in May. Zig Engelmann, 
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Barak Rosenshine and others were present. 
There is a broad interest in Dired In

strucHon in Canada, a growing interest in 
England and South Africa and increasing 
pressure for applications in LaHn America 
and underdeveloped countries in Africa, 
With this growth comes a need for beller 
communicaHon systems for a constantly 
growing technology. 

As part of the initial efforts of the 
Association for Dired InstrucHon, hvo 
books are planned for publication in 1982. 
The first, Theory of Instruction by Zig 
Engelmann and Doug Carnine, lays out- the 
logical principles underlYing the design of 
Of programs. The second, Research on 
Direct Instruction, edited by Wes Becker,. 

'summarizes 10 years of research findings 
using Direct In<;trudion programs. 

To get the Association off the ground, 
to help finance this newsletter and future 
journal, we are soliciting contributions to 
the Association (see back page for informa
tion). Teachers, parents, administrators and 
professors are all invited to join this effort. 

In this first newsleHer, we address issues 
of dissemination and implementation, 
research summaries, recognize effective 
programs, desaibe new programs and re
ference important publicaHons. Readers are 
invited to submit articles for subsequent 
issues. Send your contributions to: 

Newsletter 
Association for Direct Instruction 
P.O. Box 102S2 
Eugene, Oregon 97440 

The 01 Philosophy 
Ell THERE IS A VIABLE TECHNOLOGY OF TEACHING 

THAT IS NOT BEING USED. 
Ell TEACHERS ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR CHILDREN'S 

LEARNING. 
• EVERY CHILD CAN BE TAUGHT. 

a more equal footing with the "more ad
vantaged" age-mates when they entered 
the primary grades. 

In a few small studies, Head Sta'rt suc
ceeded in improving children's school-re
lated skills in preschool, but these effects 
were over-shadowed in the primary 
grades when the "more advantaged" stu
dents progressed at a faster rate, leaving 
the low income children once again at an 
educational disadvantage. Thus, Project 
Follow Through was created to "fonow 
through" on the disadvantaged children's 
"head start" in school. 

Direct Insb-uetion has its roots in the 
BereHer-Engeimann preschool for disad· 
vantaged children (Bereiter & Engel
mann, 1966)_ It emerged as a significant 
new approach to elementary education 
with the creation of Follow Through in 
1968 and rose to prominence '(at least in 
some circles) with the release in 1976 and 
1977 of the Abt Reports-the resulls of 
the National Evaluation of Follow 

Through which showed that the Direct 
Instruction Model outperformed all other 
models in Follow Through. Now, less 
than four years later, Dired Instruction 
as a visible, exemplary, Follow Through 
model is threatened with virtual extinc
tion. 

The fading of Follow Through clearly 
jeopardizes the status of Direct Instruc
tion. To avoid a potential "demise by as
sociation" and to preserve Direct Instruc
tion as a model of excellence for educa
tional services, I believe the following 
steps must be taken: 

• We must broaden our definition of 
Direct Instruction to integrate avail
able knowledge and validated tech
niques compatible with our philoso
phy, our assumptions, and our 
goals. 

e We must establish an identity for Di
rect Instruction independent of Fol

low Through. {con/hilled ('II lllld," Jll1se) 
































