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In this edition of NIFDI NEWS!

• Plan Now to Attend the National
Direct Instruction Conference and
Institutes

• Two Podcasts on Direct Instruction
Released

• Engelmann Foundation Grant
Submission Dates Changed

• Excellence in Education Awards
Nominations Open

If you have questions or need additional
information, you can reach us at
877.485.1973 or info@nifdi.org.

Plan Now to Attend the National Direct
Instruction Conference and Institutes!
NIFDI will hold the 49th National Direct Instruction Conference Institutes at the
Graduate Hotel in Eugene, Oregon, July 24-28, 2023. The conference includes
training on all of the main DI programs.

In response to participant feedback, the Administrator Leadership Institute has been
expanded to 5 full days. We also have brought back the popular pre-conference
sessions, including a presentation by Anita Archer based on her book, Explicit
Instruction.

Click here to view highlights of the conference and what past attendees say about
their experience at past conferences.

Mark your calendar now and plan on spending a productive and enjoyable week
with our team of expert trainers. To view the schedule, lodging, and cost
information, Click here. Registration will open on March 10.

Two Podcasts on Direct Instruction

Firefox https://app.constantcontact.com/pages/campaigns/view/list

1 of 4 3/29/23, 1:24 PM

mailto:info@nifdi.org
mailto:info@nifdi.org
https://vimeo.com/nifdi/2023conference
https://vimeo.com/nifdi/2023conference
https://www.nifdi.org/training-events/national-di-conference-eugene.html
https://www.nifdi.org/training-events/national-di-conference-eugene.html


Released
In February UK-based Teacher Talk Radio hosted the
podcast Direct Instruction Beyond Rosenshine. The
90-minute show featured Terri Leighton, Principal at
Dixons-Manningham Primary in the United Kingdom,
NIFDI President Kurt Engelmann, NIFDI Outreach
Director Bryan Wickman, and Suzy Wybrow, NIFDI
UK Outreach Specialist. Engelmann and Wickman
gave an overview and brief history of DI, and Terri and
Suzy talked about their experience with the programs.

Terri said how her school has nearly all students reading at or above grade level
and has gone from 5 classes of Corrective Reading down to 1 due to the strong
foundation students receive in their earlier years. Click here to listen to the podcast.

A second podcast focusing on DI was featured in an episode of Progressively
Incorrect. Marcy Stein is a veteran DI researcher, author, and teacher educator. She
is a retired Professor Emeritus from the University of Washington, Tacoma. The
podcast, titled Engelmann’s Direct Instruction and Project Follow Through, is an
interesting 60-minute exploration of the success of the DI Model in Project Follow
Through, and the failure of the US Department of Education to disseminate the
results of the largest education experiment in history. The information is particularly
relevant in light of the current interest in the science of reading. Click here to listen
to the podcast. 

Engelmann Foundation
Grant Submission
Dates Change  

The Engelmann Foundation, created in 1997,
recently announced they are changing their
submission deadlines. The new submission
dates are 5pm PDT April 1st and October 1st.
The Foundation is dedicated to continuing
the legacy of Siegfried "Zig" Engelmann, creator of DI and senior author of the DI
programs, through through the support, promotion, and development of educators
around the world implementing Direct Instruction with their students. Over the
years, the foundation has distributed 112 grants totaling over $700,000.
The Engelmann Foundation offers two grant opportunities: Conference Grants and
General Grants. Conference Grants are tailored to provide funds to attend the
annual National Direct Instruction Conference hosted by the National Institute for
Direct Instruction in Eugene, Oregon each July. General Grants are designed to
support projects, training and development, implementation and other similar
endeavors that utilize Direct Instruction (DI) programs.

Excellence in Education Awards
Nominations Open
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An important feature of successful Direct Instruction implementations is to celebrate
success—success of students, teachers and entire schools. This year, at the
National Direct Instruction conference, we will be recognizing individuals and
schools that have made a significant difference in the educational performance of
children through the following awards:

• Siegfried Engelmann Excellence in Education Award – This award is named
after Siegfried “Zig” Engelmann, co-creator of Direct Instruction, senior author
of the DI programs, and founder of NIFDI. The recipient of this award can be
anyone – a teacher, paraprofessional, administrator, college professor, etc. –
who has provided a significant contribution to the field of education and/or
student achievement.

• Wes Becker Excellent School Award – This award is named after Wesley
Becker, co-creator of Direct Instruction and longtime Professor of Educational
Psychology at the University of Oregon. This award is given to a school for
exemplary implementation of Direct Instruction.

• The Wayne Carnine Student Improvement Award – This award is named
after the father of Doug Carnine, DI co-author and longtime Professor of
Education at the University of Oregon. It is given to a student who has
demonstrated remarkable academic success with DI. Teachers submit
nominations. The winner, selected by Doug and Linda Carnine, will be
presented with a plaque and $200. Click here to view last year's presentation
of the award by the Carnines. The actual presentation starts at 2:15.

Please take the opportunity to honor a member of the DI “family.” The nomination
process is not cumbersome, and it means so much to the individuals and our
profession. Please identify and nominate a colleague and/or school that has made a
difference. Nomination applications are short (1-2 pages) and are available on our
website. Nominations are due in our office by June 3rd, so download the application
packet today!

The National Institute for Direct Instruction
805 Lincoln

Eugene, OR 97401
877.485.1973
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Know other DI users or supporters who would benefit from receiving NIFDI News?
Share this sign up link: http://www.nifdi.org/component/content/article/61-uncategorised
/226-nifdi-news-signup. Interested parties can also sign up via their mobile device by
texting NIFDI to 22828 to get started!
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Simply click on the "Update Profile/Email Address" link found at the bottom of this email.
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